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College Students Among Us

By: Megan Henderson

 Montville High’s juniors and 
seniors have the opportunity to gain 
college credit and experience college level 
courses while in high school. The Early 
College Experience (ECE) or Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes give them the 
opportunity to do so.
 While AP and ECE both offer 
college credit, they do differ in a few 
ways. ECE courses are taken through 
UConn. MHS teachers, who are certified 
as UConn Adjunct Instructors, teach the 
courses. In order to receive the college 
credit, students need to pass with a “C” 
or better. A three-credit ECE course costs 
135 dollars, and a four-credit course costs 
160 dollars. MHS teachers also teach the 
AP courses, however, they do not need 
any special certification. To get college 
credit, at the end of the course there is 
an exam. The test is graded on a five-
point scale. To pass the test, the student 
needs to get a grade of a three or better. 
The test costs 92 dollars. Although these 
seem like high prices, it is cheaper to earn 

college credit in high school, and can save 
students thousands of dollars.
 There are other benefits to these 
classes than just receiving college credit. 
By taking ECE or AP English in high 
school, for instance, students may not 
have to take freshmen English in college, 
depending on what school they choose. 
Students might be able to be more flexible 
when choosing college courses, taking 
internships, etc. Some students may even 
be able to complete college in three years 
depending on how many courses they 
take. Another benefit is getting the college 
experience. The zero level courses will 
help prepare students for the challenges 
that they will face in college.
 MHS offers a variety of AP and 
ECE classes such as Spanish, French, 
Psychology, U.S. History, Chemistry, 
English Literature and Composition, The 
American Experience, American Studies, 
and Statistics.

Vandalism at MHS  
By: Elizabeth Whitney and Staff Editors 
 Thirsty students are roaming the 
halls for water searching for the few water 
bubblers left. The Chieftain has written 
a humorous mystery piece on the issue 
at hand. However, there’s a more serious 
problem here. The water fountains are 
allegedly being vandalized by students. 
Someone has been going to the different 
fountains and snapping the heads off 
of the knobs. Principal Theodoss said, 
“We’re trying to keep our eyes open, but 
it’s been a gradual kind of destruction of 
the water bubblers.”
 Montville tries to enforce the 
core value of respect which applies to 
other students and the environment. This 
core value is being tested. Students with 
information about the vandalism need to 
speak out. “The best thing we can do, kids, 
is kind of keep an eye out, and whoever 
is doing this should stop before we have 
to pull out all of the coolers,” Theodoss 
states. “Because it is vandalism and, you 
know, we’re trying to prevent that.”
 At first, administrators didn’t 
believe the problem with the bubblers was 
intentional. In fact, they thought MHS 
students couldn’t have been doing it. 
Administrators looked at different factors 
that might be causing the broken knobs. 
They bought higher quality handles, and 
found the same problem. “So originally 
we thought ‘Alright maybe they’re faulty,’ 
but that’s not the case. There has been too 
many of them broken,” said Theodoss.
If the vandalism continues, it won’t just be 
the vandalizer who will get punished. The 
office has talked about removing the water 
coolers all together if it means preventing 
further damage to school property. The 
result will be, students have to bring their 
own water. 
 Anonymous tips can be placed 
into the Pipeline, or students can talk to 
their counselor or simply go straight to the 
office.

Rohit Sinha and Christian Longton partaking in a lab.                                           Photo By Patrick Caron
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SPORTS
Retirement in the NFL 

By: Alex Clemons 

 Another one bites the dust; 
retirement has hit the NFL hard after this 
past 2015-16 season. It seems as though 
the game’s physical and mental attributes 
have caught up to some of the players 
quicker than they thought. However, 
some of the decisions have surprised fans 
and broke their hearts. 
 The worst heart break of all was the 
announcement on March 7 coming from 
“The Sheriff” himself. Peyton Manning is 
a future hall of famer and incredible role 
model within the league. He broke every 
regular season record there was and added 
two Superbowl rings to the list. His press 
conference touched hearts everywhere as 
his broken voice spoke of all the things 
he would miss about playing football. As 
everyone was close to shedding tears he 
broke the emotions as he spoke his final 
words of his speech saying, “God bless 
you all, and God bless football.” Every 
fan everywhere felt their football hearts 
break.  
 Then there was Charles Woodson. 

Woodson has been in the league for 17 
years. He played for the Oakland Raiders 
for the first seven, Green Bay for the next 
six, and then returned back to Oakland for 
the last two. His retirement wasn’t much 
of a surprise, and his farewell to the league 
was incredibly nostalgic with lots of 
respect from fans everywhere. However, 
it seems that he was the one that started a 
trend.
 Then came Marshawn Lynch, a 
running back for the Seattle Seahawks 
that has been in the league for eight years. 
With a short career and only one ring, 
Lynch decided to call it quits. This was 
the biggest surprise considering he was 
still one of the best backs in the league. 
He posted a picture on Twitter of his green 
and blue cleats swung around a power line 
with the peace-out emoji to confirm his 
decision.
 Retirement seemed to be the bug 
going around this year, and the league lost 
some great players. 

Rams, Chargers, and 
Raiders: Oh My!
By: Van Heller  
 To most in the younger generation, 
the NFL and Los Angeles haven’t gone 
hand-in-hand, but for the older crowd, 
having one or more NFL teams in LA is 
like saying hello to an old friend. 
 Since the end of the 2015-
2016 season, controversy on the future 
location of the St. Louis Rams has been 
on everyone’s mind. The Rams haven’t 
played home in LA since leaving the City 
of Angels back in 1995. Now that the 
Rams are returning to the LA Memorial 
Coliseum, there are over 56,000 season-
ticket deposits for their first season back.
 Speculations of other teams 
following the Rams to Inglewood are 
also rising in the news. One team looking 
to follow in the Rams footsteps is the 
San Diego Chargers. The team has until 
March 20-23 to make its final decision on 
relocating the team. Plus, the Chargers are 
also awaiting a city vote in June to replace 
Qualcomm Stadium with a new facility. 
The facility would cost the city over $350 
million of public funding. 
 The third team that could move to 
La La Land is the Oakland Raiders. The 
Raiders’ location has been on the fence 
for a while now. The Raiders ended this 
season with a 17-year long losing record, 
so the team is willing to try anything 
to change their luck on the field. Since 
changing staff and getting first round draft 
picks haven’t helped the Raiders, maybe 
the city of Oakland has been giving the 
team bad mojo. Rumors have risen about 
having the team travel to Las Vegas in the 
upcoming seasons as well.
 One worry stemming from the 
teams’ defections is that the citizens of 
Oakland and passionate Raiders’ fans will 
take the decision into their own hands and 
will try to stop the team from saying “Bon 
Voyage” through rioting. It has happened 
before in the NFL, and it could happen 
again.

Megatron showing love for the fans. Stock Photo
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By: Catherine Furman and Staff Editor
 Every team wants to prove that 
its sport is superior, more important, and 
harder. Social media can be a dangerous 
place where teenage athletes don’t think 
before posting. These athletes are often 
reprimanded for inconsiderate posts. 
Interestingly, most disputes are between 
opposing teams from the same school. 
Rather than banding together, athletes 
are using social media to tear each other 
down.
 A few years ago, a local soccer 
team posted a picture of themselves 
playing volleyball at a team-bonding 
event. Without realizing it, the soccer 
players offended their volleyball team, 
and this started a feud. Reckless posts like 
this can drive a wedge between fellow 
athletes. One silly, innocent picture can 
spark a civil war between teenagers. As 
the number of fights increase, coaches and 

Athletes on Social Media 

administration have noticed how serious 
the situation has become. Fortunately, 
there’s seems to be a growing awareness 
social media fights are useless and need to 
be stopped.
 Most students agree that different 
teams shouldn’t be arguing over who 
has had a better record or who is more 
important to the community. In a perfect 
world, teams would be supporting and 
encouraging each other at games, and 
students should tweet positively about 
fellow athletes and refrain from intentional 
or accidental trash-talk. Coaches also 
encourage their players to stay off social 
media during the season. Even when these 
preventative measures are taken, it seems 
to be hard for competitive athletes to hold 
back their comments. Sadly, more fights 
on Twitter are probably on the horizon. 

By: Shumoel Zafar and Staff Editor

 Many celebrities use their 
growing popularity and fame to give back 
to their fans, especially those who may 
never have their dreams fulfilled. Most 
recently, Lionel Messi, a professional 
soccer player from Argentina, is looking 
to meet his youngest and biggest fan.
 Standing in a desolate field, a 
young Afghani boy grins from ear to ear 
as he shows off his homemade plastic, 
blue and white striped jersey, which is 
tied at the shoulders and has “Messi 10” 
scribbled on the back. The 5-year-old from 
Jaghori, Afganistan, Murtaza Ahmadi, is 
Messi’s biggest fan and wants to be just 
like him. The Ahmadi family doesn’t 
have the money to buy the young fan a 
real jersey, but his father made him this 
alternative to please him. Now this iconic 
picture is viral, and Ahmadi has become 

Fulfilling Wishes

a sensation and a celebrity not only in 
his village, but also around the world. 
Ahmadi’s wish to meet his idol may 
just come true; the photograph sparked 
a social media campaign to fulfill his 
dream. The Afghan Football Federation 
contacted Messi and his management 
team, and the Futbol Club Barcelona told 
CNN that it was willing to help. Messi’s 
Charitable Foundation is trying to set up a 
meeting in Barcelona between the fan and 
the five-time winner of the FIFA Ballon 
d’Or. With his growing fame, Ahmadi told 
CNN, “The whole people in the world 
know me now.”
 Messi is following the footsteps 
of celebrities such as Nicki Minaj, Justin 
Bieber, and John Cena, who have gone 
above and beyond for their fans. Miyah, 
5-year-old cancer patient, wished for a 

pink Nicki Minaj wig. Minaj, an iconic 
singer, was more than happy to grant 
that wish and later tweeted a photo of 
her and Miyah. Bieber, another famous 
music artist, has fulfilled over 200 wishes 
through the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
and continues to give back. Cena, a 
professional wrestler, has granted more 
than 400 wishes for kids. Recently, he 
enjoyed a tea party with a young girl, who 
is battling a life-threatening disease. 
 By meeting and talking to young 
fans, celebrities have a huge impact and 
can change lives. They are living proof 
that nothing is more rewarding than 
putting a smile on a child’s face.

Photo By: Emily Kewer
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MHS takes on the Hygienic

By: Lindanicole Ramos and Staff Editor

 Montville art teachers and 
administrators are getting out of the 
classroom and showcasing their art pieces 
at galleries like the Hygienic Art Gallery, 
a non-profit arts organization dedicated to 
enriching the cultural experience in New 
London.
 Faculty and one administrator 
recently exhibited their work at Salon 
de Independants XXXVII, an unjuried, 
uncensored art show.
 Ms. Parish, the digital imaging 
teacher at MHS, presented some of her 
recent pieces at the Hygienic. She said, 
“It’s fun to have work put up, yet it’s also a 
challenge at the same time.” Many artists 
find it challenging to appease a jury or a 
single person who approves the pieces 
for the art show. Often times when artists 
want their art to be shown they have to 
create up to 30 pieces all with a common 
theme. Parish said, “Some galleries where 
my art was shown were very choosey as 
to what was put on display.” Her art has 
to reach a certain criteria and has to be 

perfect in her eyes as well. Parish plans on 
having her work shown again in another 
gallery with a collective theme of “three.”
 Mr. Egan, a painting teacher, also 
had a piece in the same show. His art, 
along with Parish’s, was also chose to 
be shown in The Ultimate Commitment: 
Works by Teaching Artists from January 
2 to 23. The art exhibit was very well 
received by the public. This wasn’t Egan’s 
first time showcasing his work in a gallery. 
His art was shown in April of 2012 for 
The Seventh Crossing Bridge Juried 
Exhibition and later in The Tenth Annual 
Crossing Bridge Juried Exhibition.
 Other works by MHS staff 
included in the Salon XXXVIII were 
“Deadpool,” a bust by Ms. Giroux, a 
ceramics teacher; and a photograph 
taken from the window of an airplane by 
Assistant Principal Mrs. Patten, entitled 
“Tail Wind.” Photos of the art can be 
viewed on the Hygienic Gallery’s FB 
page.

Grammy’s 2016
By: Mari De La Cruz
 Music’s most important night, 
The Grammy’s, captivated viewers with 
stunning performances, elegant outfits, 
and shocking winners. 
 The “big four” prizes managed to 
captivate the attention of many. Best New 
Artist was awarded to Meghan Trainor. 
Mark Ronson and Bruno Mars received 
Record of the Year for “Uptown Funk.” 
Song of the Year went to Ed Sheeran for 
“Thinking Out Loud.” Finally, Taylor 
Swift walked away with Album of the 
Year for “1989.”
 The real stars of the night were 
Swift and hip-hop rapper Kendrick 
Lamar. Lamar scored five awards out of 
11 nominations, while Swift won three out 
of seven. Lamar’s “To Pimp a Butterfly” 
and Swift’s “1989” were two of 2015’s 
highly acclaimed albums, which gained 
even more attention after the show.
 However, The Grammy’s 
wouldn’t be one of the most viewed award 
shows without a bit of drama. In Swift’s 
acceptance speech for Album of the Year, 
she gave an indirect response to rapper 
Kanye West’s new song, “Famous,” 
which slams Swift in a misogynistic 
verse.  She responded, “There are going 
to be people along the way who will try 
to undercut your success or take credit 
for your accomplishments or your fame.” 
Swift has shown that success is the best 
revenge.
 There were performances by 
Swift, Lady Gaga, Adele, Ellie Goulding 
and Andra Day, but Lamar’s performance 
caught the attention of people everywhere. 
Earlier that night, host LL Cool J jokingly 
said that Lamar had something “very 
controversial” planned. Lamar hit the 
stage performing “The Blacker the Berry” 
with his band locked in jail cells, and gave 
a thrilling show.
 The Grammy’s never disappoint 
viewers in giving them entertainment and 
the best music of the year.

Mr.Egan next to his art work.                                                                                      Photo By Mike Brown
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By: Elizabeth Whitney  

Vinyl Popularity 

By: Elizabeth Whitney 

 During the month of February, we 
celebrate Black History and all of those 
who fought for racial equality. There’s a 
list of names that pop up for Black History 
month, such as: Martin Luther King Jr., 
Rosa Parks and countless others who are 
remembered for their accomplishments. 
It was President Gerald R. Ford who 
originally recognized February as Black 
History Month in 1976. He asked the 
public to “seize the opportunity to honor 
the too-often neglected accomplishments 
of black Americans in every area of 
endeavor throughout our history.”  
  It only seems appropriate to 
mention other prominent figures such 
as Frederick Douglass, a prominent 
abolitionist, author, and orator; Jane 
Bolin, the first black woman to become 
a judge in the United States; and Macon 

Black History Month 

Bolling Allen, the first black-American 
Justice of Peace in 1848. Douglass was 
born as a slave but escaped at the age of 
20. He later became a world-renowned 
anti-slavery activist. Bolin was also the 
first black woman to earn a law degree 
from Yale. Allen was also the first to pass 
the bar and practice law in the US. 
 Rosetta Jones, Montville Town 
Councilor, gave her personal perspective 
on Black History Month to Montville 
Patch. Jones believes that Black History 
Month is important to have because, 
“Until our history books begin to tell 
the story of the multicultural history of 
America, of all Americans – respected 
and honored for their contributions – 
the celebration of Black Month is still 
relevant.” Jones believes that it’s the only 
time of the year schools and communities 

“in which the volumes of historical and 
contemporary depictions of African 
American contribution across a vast 
spectrum of American Life… are shared.” 
She believes it’s a great way to show 
the “rich diversity of African-American 
experience” to other Americans. “Most 
importantly, it opens doors of self-
esteem by presenting young African 
Americans with positive role models 
and achievable possibilities in their own 
personal endeavors.” Jones states that, 
“Black History is indelibly interwoven 
into the fabric of American History. When 
the deeds of each and every one of us is 
included in the creation of our nation… 
February will be known as the month of 
‘Rose’s and Chocolate.’” 

 Unexpectedly, vinyl records have 
been able to weave their way back into 
popularity. According to a report done 
in 2015 by Nielsen, a global information 
company, sales of vinyl albums have 
increased by 260 percent since 2009.
 What is fueling the resurgence? 
Nick Williams, owner of Deep Thoughts 
record shop based in Boston, told 
Huffington Post that it is because of their 
timeless appeal. “There is a tactile quality 
to vinyl records...They are large, you can 
hold them and they look nice,” he said. 
“In this day and age where everything has 
gone digital, people are kind of pushing 
back against that a little bit [a record] 
seems so much more real.”
 Dave Bernath, owner and co-
founder of Flat, Black & Circular, told 
State News there is a personal connection 

with the records. “I’ve always believed 
that music should be a social, community 
thing and vinyl just makes it so much 
more personal than headphones or having 
albums on a laptop,” said Bernath.
  Justin Pomerleau, owner of Oliver 
Best Vintage Market, Vivant Vintage and 
The Traveling Spectacular, also believes 
in the personal connection that is formed 
with records. He told Huffington Post that, 
“For every push forward in technology 
there’s a counterweight. Because music 
has become less tactile, people want a 
way to be more connected to their music.” 
 “I don’t think vinyl is going 
anywhere. Some tactile forms of music 
have to survive. Vinyl has been established 
as the way one collects music and there 
will always be collectors,” Pomerleau 
said. Photo By: Mike Brown
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Van’s Culinary Corner: 
2 Brothers Pizza

By: Van Heller

 People have been pestering me 
about trying Two Brothers for a couple of 
months. Now that I’m back on the Food 
Review horse it’s time to see if all the talk 
is worth the drive.
 Walking in on a Thursday night, 
I was expecting some locals at a couple 
booths and to get a table immediately. 
That was not the case, it was about a 20 
minute wait and the place was full with 
people. That was my first sign that this 
place must have something going on. The 
service was friendly and inviting to us 
while we waited.
 We started out with a plate of 
Buffalo wings, and they didn’t stand a 
chance. Between two growing boys, the 
spicy wings were devoured in a matter of 
minutes. It came with the original sides, 
blue cheese and celery, that just topped it 
off as a classic starter.
 For the Entrees, I chose a pretty 
generic plate of spaghetti and sausage. I 
got the small portion instead of the large 
and I couldn’t even finish it. The sweet red 

sauce was fantastic and the sausage was 
smoky and delicious. It almost became a 
scavenger hunt to find the meat through 
the noodles. Plus the side of garlic bread 
was perfect for some dipping. The only 
problem was that it was so filling. 
 Across the table, Patrick Caron 
(photographer) ordered a turkey club 
and his quantity of food was enormous 
too. It was a double decker with a side of 
crispy fries. He couldn’t eat all of it either 
because of the portion size.
 We got up from the booth, feeling 
about twenty pounds heavier. Carrying 
our boxes, (full of what was soon to be the 
tomorrow’s lunch) we left the cozy eatery 
off of Salem 4 corners, satisfied with the 
service and food. It was my first time 
going there, and my first thought while 
leaving was, when can I come back? The 
one thing I can take from my visit is that, 
you get what you pay for at Two Brothers.

Cloning Dogs
By: Megan Henderson
 If a pet dog passes away or even 
if a pet owner thinks its pet would want 
a buddy, there is now the option of dog 
cloning. Dog cloning is done by taking 
a tissue sample from the dog, then, the 
DNA is extracted and inserted into an 
oocyte that has had its nucleus removed. 
The oocyte is then able to grow into an 
embryo while still being the test-tube. 
Once an embryo, it is then placed into the 
womb of an adult female dog. The new 
dog has the same genetic make-up as the 
original dog.
 A couple in the UK paid 100,000 
dollars to clone their recently deceased 
dog. In my opinion, paying that much 
money for cloning an animal is ridiculous. 
It is easier and much cheaper to buy another 
dog. The dogs won’t look identical, but it 
saves money. 
 Another reason why I believe 
cloning isn’t a smart idea is that when a 
dog is cloned it only looks the same. This 
means that the personalities will not be 
the same. I know that when a pet passes 
away it is hard, but the pet isn’t able to 
come back, therefore, cloning it to make 
an identical yet completely different pet 
doesn’t make sense. Thousands of dogs 
and cats are killed each year. Save the life 
of an unwanted animal instead of going 
through all the trouble of cloning. It isn’t 
fair that the abandoned animals have to 
suffer when they could go to perfectly 
good homes. 
 Cloning dogs is cruel. The adult 
female dog is being forced to carry a 
puppy. Also, Cloning dogs will lead to 
people wanting to clone other things. If 
people start cloning other things then all 
animals will eventually be identical. This 
means that there won’t be any genetic 
variation. Cloning is unnatural.
 It is odd and scary because in the 
future, cloning could be used in different 
ways. It could cause serious damage or 
even destroy dog breeds.

Crispy fries complementing a Turkey Club.                                                              Photo By Patrick Caron
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By: Van Heller

Working at the Sun

By: Alex Clemons

 There is not a player in the whole 
NBA that is more electrifying than Steph 
Curry. He brings excitement back into the 
game with every shot he takes whether it’s 
a crazy drive to the basket or a launched 
shot from the logo near half court. He 
makes it a fun experience for both players 
and fans and there’s no doubt that his 
skills have reached the elite level. 
  The thing that sets Curry apart 
from the others in the race for MVP this 
year is his dedication and love for the 
game.  It’s evident that every game he 
improves, whether it’s a smoother cross 
over, crazy dishes, or sliding his feet 
better on defense. Before every game 
he even creates new moves to increase 
his advantage, takes his infamous ball-
handling routine to new heights, and takes 
lots of reps to keep that shooting hand 

Steph Curry MVP 2.0

hot. All that hard work and concentration 
doesn’t stress him out, and he never seems 
to think twice about just going out on the 
court and playing. His body language 
is loose and free, he just lets the muscle 
memory take over and plays the game 
of basketball the Stephen way. He looks 
like he’s having fun, always laughing, 
and all of his teammates feed off of his 
confidence. In the NBA, it’s mostly about 
great players scoring 30, 40, even 50 
points a game in order for their team to 
win. Team game plans revolve around 
getting the ball to a specific player and 
letting them go off. The other players 
make that guy better, not that guy making 
his teammates better. But, Curry is special 
because he can do both. I have never seen 
a player, in this generation, be a guy that 
can go off for 40 points a game, but back 

it up with 10 plus assists and get a win. I 
have never seen a guy that knows where 
his other teammates are no matter where 
they are on the court if he’s looking or not. 
I have never seen a guy that uses his skill 
to create opportunities for the guys around 
him in such a creative way and as well. 
Especially getting at least two or three of 
his teammates in double digits alongside 
him. That is, until Curry emerged from 
the 6 year slump him and the Warriors had 
been in and decided that he was going to 
let his talent and hard work speak for itself 
on the court. 
 I could talk about his numbers 
all day because they’re ridiculous, but 
being MVP is more than just being a high 
scoring machine, and Steph definitely has 
all the credentials to go for round two. 

 Turning 16-years-old, students 
feel the urge to: get their permit, get 
their license, and get a job. Lucky for 
MHS students, we live in an area where 
student jobs are abundant. Go south from 
Montville you can apply at the mall, at 
the beach or at a restaurant in Waterford 
or New London. Go north, and you’re 
walking in the Mohegan Sun or Foxwoods 
and applying for a variety of positions. 
 The Mohegan Sun is different 
from any other job available to students; 
the reservation doesn’t have to abide by 
the same working regulations as other 
employers. Students who’ve been working 
at the Sun have stated that, breaks aren’t 
mandatory with their shifts, and they can 
work as late as a weekend on weekdays. 
To most students, these regulations don’t 
really matter, to them it’s just more hours 
and more money in their paychecks.

 The last few months have 
changed the job availability for students, 
especially in Montville. If you asked a 
number of employed students at MHS 
where they work, a majority of them 
would say that they work for Ivory Ella, 
the clothing company located in Groton. 
Due to recent hour, shift, and employment 
changes, it has become a hassle for high 
school students to work there. 
 The new wave of unemployed 
students has washed over to job offerings 
at the casinos. Jobs at Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts, The Tanger Outlets, and as 
casino ushers, are common for students. 
Student ushers, in particular, have it rough 
because events at the casino don’t start 
until well into the night. Working long 
hours and getting home late puts a toll on 
employed students. Photo By: Patrick Caron
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WORLD NEWS
MHS’s Number of Students 
Decreasing 

By: Lilly Pastrana 

 The number of students attending 
Montville Public Schools is decreasing 
every year. Since students have a choice of 
where to go to high school, many students 
are choosing to receive their education 
at a technical high school that better fits 
their needs such as Norwich Tech, Grasso 
Tech, and Ledyard High School.
 The counseling department went 
to Tyl Middle School to try and recruit 
eighth graders to MHS next year. They 
showed a video of students and teachers 
saying why they believe that MHS is the 
best choice for the middle school students 
next year. According to the counseling 
department, there are students that 
transition back to Montville, after going 
to a technical school. Mrs. Raulerson, a 
guidance counselor, said, “I think students 
should come to Montville because there 
are many different electives to choose 
from. Our curriculum prepares students 
for college career success.” Some electives 
include journalism, drama, music, and 
technology education. She also said that 

although MHS loses kids every year, the 
school also gains some. Some students 
transition back to the high school if they 
did not like the technical school that 
they were attending. The schedule of the 
technical schools can be difficult for some 
students to handle. Megan Henderson 
is a sophomore at MHS who previously 
attended Norwich Tech. She transitioned 
back to Montville near the end of her 
freshman year. She stated, “At Norwich 
Tech, I was not receiving the right level 
of education. Transitioning between shop 
and academics was hard. I came back to 
Montville so that I could fully focus on 
my education.” 
 The shrinking phenomenon is 
happening all across Connecticut, causing 
many schools to lay off teachers. These 
teachers are mainly in the elementary 
school levels, however, if the number of 
students each year continues to decrease, 
teachers at the high school may be let go 
as well. This could be a possibility for 
Montville if the population continues to 
decrease.

Zika Virus  
By: Lilly Pastrana 
 Zika fever is an illness spread 
through animal or insect bites and stings, 
particularly mosquito bites. It can also be 
sexually transmitted. This fever is caused 
by the Zika virus. In many cases, Zika 
fever is a mild sickness and lasts no longer 
than a week. The most common symptoms 
of Zika fever are fever, rash, red eyes, 
and joint pain. Unfortunately, there is 
not a cure or vaccine for this illness, but 
treatment may help relieve some of the 
symptoms. 
 Pregnant women are the only 
people that Zika poses a serious threat 
to. This illness can lead to potential birth 
defects of unborn babies. If a woman that 
is pregnant has Zika fever or the Zika virus 
within her, her baby has a great possibility 
of being born with serious brain damage, 
scientifically referred to as microcephaly. 
The child may be born with a smaller 
head than other babies, causing their brain 
to be undeveloped. Pregnant women are 
being advised to stay away from countries 
where cases of Zika have been discovered. 
Any pregnant woman traveling outside of 
America should consult a doctor before 
leaving the country. 
 This virus was first discovered in 
Brazil, but has now spread to the United 
States. People with Zika in America 
developed the disease while traveling out 
of the country. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, there 
have been no local mosquito-borne cases 
of the Zika fever in the U.S. There have 
been 11 cases of this illness in Texas 
alone, all caused from traveling out of 
America to other countries. 
 Unfortunately, there is no vaccine 
to prevent the Zika virus. Doctors are 
recommending that patients get plenty of 
rest, stay hydrated, and take fever and pain 
medication to relieve their symptoms. 
Doctors are required to use lab testing and 
imaging in order to find out if the Zika 
virus is present in a person. 

The view on the way into Montville High School.                                          Photo By  Giannpierre Aquino
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WORLD NEWS

By: Shumoel Zafar

Omo the White Giraffe

By: Catherine Furman

 El Nino is the warm phase 
that is a part of the El Nino Southern 
Oscillation cycle (ENSO), which is a 
recurring climate pattern that describes 
the variation in ocean temperature and 
atmosphere. The El Nino climate phase 
comes irregularly every couple of years 
and can cause disruptions in temperature, 
precipitation, and winds, especially in the 
winter in New England. El Nino is known 
for impacting ocean temperatures and 
processes, and impacts also short-term 
global climate and weather. 
 New England has had a noticeably 
warmer winter this year considering we 
had very few snow falls, and many believe 
that it is due to this climate pattern. The 
storm has moved from the west to the 
east and brought warm air with it, which 
can explain why we don’t have as much 

El Nino and La Nina

snow as we did last year. In the west coast 
El Nino causes a higher sea level, which 
causes more flooding, and storm damage 
across the coast.
 Not only is El Nino a weather 
pattern that affects the weather, but also 
there is another phase called La Nina. This 
pattern has opposite affects than El Nino, 
so the ocean temperature drops seven 
degrees below normal and the winds 
become stronger and colder instead of 
being warm. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
predict that this fall El Nino will transition 
into La Nina and the year will start to 
become colder. If La Nina comes in 
strong, then that will create cold impacts 
for the 2016-2017 winter.
 There are myths that global 
warming activity can be explained 

because of El Nino activity. According to 
Bob Carter, the author of the newspaper 
that believes in this myth says “The close 
relationship between ENSO and global 
temperature, as described in the paper, 
leaves little room for any warming driven 
by human carbon dioxide emissions.” 
This is basically saying that human 
activity can’t be the reason for global 
warming and that is mainly due to ENSO 
and rising temperatures. Although, 
according to scientific studies that have 
been conducted from 1980-2010, El Nino 
has no long-term warming affect on the 
global temperature, only a short-term. 

 Headlines were breaking when 
Omo, the white giraffe, was spotted in 
Tanzania Tarangire National Park. Omo 
is not an albino giraffe, but she suffers 
from a condition called Leucism which 
causes a lack of pigmentation in her skin 
cells. She does have pigmentation in her 
soft tissues such as her eyes. It is rare, but 
leucism occurs in other animals too. Most 
of these animals don’t make it as far as 
being able to have babies of their own. 
Hopefully, Omo will live a long life and 
the staff in the park are trying their best to 
protect her.
 Omo was a calf when she was 
first spotted in 2015, and a local named 
her after the popular detergent. She was 
then spotted again in January 2016 when 
she was over one year old. The staff was 
shocked to see her still alive because her 
pale skin makes it hard for her to hide from 

lions, hyenas, wild dogs, or poachers. 
The park has an anti-poaching program 
in place, but nothing is ever guaranteed. 
Usually, more than half of all giraffe 
calves die before they are six months old, 
but she has managed to stay alive. Omo 
is only the second white giraffe spotted in 
over 20 years and in 3,000 giraffes. Now 
that Omo has survived her first year of life, 
chances for her to live naturally and have 
her own calves are much higher. Survival 
also depends on if whether poachers obey 
the anti-poaching law.
 Omo’s herd doesn’t seem 
bothered that her skin color is different. 
She gets along fine with the other giraffes. 
The park founder, Derek Lee hopes to 
use Omo’s fame to raise awareness in the 
media about the danger giraffes are in. 
Perhaps society can learn a lesson that 
community is more than skin deep.

Stock Photo
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MHS NEWS
Mr. Ventres’s Mohawk 

By: Lilly Pastrana 

 Mr. Ventres recently shaved his 
hair into a Mohawk and dyed it orange 
to represent Montville’s spirit colors. He 
challenged his students to raise money at 
the Jazz night fundraiser, and promised 
them he would follow through with this 
interesting hairstyle. “The top tier being 
$1500 would result in me dying my hair 
and shaving a mohawk. We reached 
the goal so I followed through with 
my mohawk,” Ventres stated. The jazz 
fundraiser resulted in over $1,500, donated 
to the Montville Music Boosters. The 
money made from this fundraiser is being 
put towards the choir’s trip to Annapolis 
in spring. Mr. Cushing, the choir director 
at MHS, and his wife, Emily, helped style 
Ventres’s hair. They cut, shaved, and 
bleached his hair and then finally dyed it 
bright orange.
Ventres thought the mohawk was very 
interesting and kept it for a week, hoping 
his natural hair color would grow back. 
 There have been quite a few 
students who have seen and commented 

on the new hairstyle, and many of them 
liked it. Ze Huang, MHS sophomore, 
stated, “[The mohawk] is very innovative 
for a band teacher.” Another sophomore, 
Joshua Archibald, stated, “I feel like 
Mr. Ventres’s mohawk is an excellent 
display of school spirit. The mohawk 
is also an encouraging sign that our 
music department had a successful 
fundraiser that is sure to help us improve 
as a program.” Sophomore Mari De La 
Cruz, said, “It’s like the best thing I’ve 
ever seen.” MHS sophomore, Nicole 
McDonald stated, “[His hair] is vibrant.” 
The orange mohawk definitely stands 
out when you walk past Mr. Ventres in 
the music hallway. “It’s rad, but so very 
strange to see,” stated sophomore, Tayler 
Cowles.
Ventres has shown his dedication to 
MHS and the music program by inspiring 
students. His challenge motivated students 
to raise the money necessary for them to 
perform in Annapolis in the spring.

Where are the 
Bubblers?
By: Van Heller
 Students are frazzled by the 
sudden disappearance of water coolers 
around MHS. People are pointing fingers 
at teachers, janitors, and administration, 
but there is only one thing known for 
certain right now- there is bubbler 
destruction happening in MHS and I am 
getting to the bottom of this.
 The increase of vandalism on 
water coolers has resulted in bubblers 
being taken out of circulation. Water 
cooler analysts project that all but one 
bubbler will remain on school grounds, 
and getting a drink will be less of a rite 
of passage, and more of a high-priority 
request.
 In an interview with Suzie 
Fitzgerald (senior athlete and avid 
water consumer) she was asked how the 
vanishing water coolers has affected her. 
“I drink a lot of water myself, being that I 
am a student athlete. I think it’s absolutely 
ridiculous that they’re considering only 
having one water cooler in MHS.”
 I was doing my third block stroll 
down the halls, as I do every other day, 
when I took a gander at the weirdly brown 
residue left from the essential water 
coolers. Then I continue my saunter past 
one of MHS’s water fountains, a relic to 
some older faculty, but could it be the 
future for MHS? If the pure disregard of 
respect for bubblers continues, could the 
administration decide to switch back to 
those archaic devices where students and 
teachers alike have to share their own 
spit like wild packs of dogs in search of a 
clean water supply? Or, what if MHS does 
resort to one water cooler? Then what? A 
line could stretch around the gymnasium 
up to four times. Soon, dried lips and an 
increase in headaches from dehydration 
could lead to rioting. 
 The whole social structure of the 
school could crumble into small gangs out 
for water and control of the hallways. In 
other words, MHS could turn into another 
spin off movie of “Mad Max.”

Mr. Ventres as he shows off his mohawk.                                                                  Photo By Patrick Caron
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MHS NEWS

By: Josh Anderson 

Humans of MHS: Joel Morth

By: Lilly Pastrana and Mari De La Cruz 

 Recently, the cheerleaders of MHS 
participated in the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) tournament and had a 
successful outcome for the second year in 
a row. The ECC competition took place 
on February 20. MHS’s cheerleading 
team is in the medium division, therefore, 
they competed against other teams in the 
same division. Emily Funk, a member of 
the cheerleading team at MHS, stated, 
“I feel amazing about what we have 
accomplished. We scored the highest out 
of every small, medium, and large team, 
and managed to do that after one of our 
girls got hurt on the mat.” 
 The MHS cheer team competes 
against other cheer teams in the medium 
division, such as New London, Waterford, 
Stonington, Plainfield, and Killingly, in 
attempt to gain the title as the best team. 

Cheerleaders ECC Champs Back to Back 

 Sarah May, a member of MHS’s 
cheerleading team shared her thoughts 
on her teams’ accomplishments in the 
ECC: “I’m extremely proud of my team 
because we had a challenging season and 
we pulled together really well at ECC’s. 
There was an injury on the mat and we still 
were the grand champions for the second 
year in a row. I think we represented our 
school positively.” The cheerleading 
team has been working extremely hard to 
successfully lead in the ECC’s and their 
hard work was paid off when they were 
named the grand champions. Marissa 
Qualich, a MHS cheerleader, said, “Of 
course we’re ecstatic, as well as shocked. 
After a girl fell was injured during the 
cheer routine, many of our cheerleaders 
did not believe that they were going 
to receive a good placement.” To their 

surprise, although there was an incident 
during their cheer routine, they still 
received a great placement in the ECC’s. 
“We are absolutely thrilled with what 
we’ve overcome this season as a team, 
including getting back to back ECC grand 
champions,” stated Qualich. The girls 
pulled through and still kept up, putting 
as much effort into their cheer routine 
as they could. MHS’s cheerleading team 
represented how our sports teams work 
together positively and efficiently to 
accomplish their goals. The work that the 
girls put into their cheer routine showed 
and earned them the highest title in the 
ECC. Despite their challenges during 
ECC tournament, the girls managed to 
achieve their title once again as back-to-
back ECC grand champions. 

What are some of the hobbies that you 
are interested in?
Some of my hobbies are wrestling, 
singing, and I like to play video games. 
I also enjoy being around my family and 
friends whenever I can.

How did you get into wrestling?
I started wrestling when I was just four. 
My older brother wrestled and he was 
really good at it, so my dad decided to get 
me into it. I’ve been wrestling ever since.

Is there a specific mindset you need to 
be a good wrestler?
You have to have a lot of discipline. You 
really need to be strict with both your 
diet and training throughout the season. 
It’s good to have a training schedule, 
sometimes. For your matches, it requires 

this whole thought process; knowing 
what you’re going to be doing out there, 
anticipating your opponents moves. It’s 
tiring mentally as much as it is physically.

How would you say this season went for 
you?
It’s going pretty great so far. Last year, I 
had eight losses. I’m still undefeated, so 
that’s a big accomplishment for me (As of 
this interview). I placed second at States 
and fifth at Opens last year, and I wasn’t 
able to compete in ECC’s. This year, I 
won ECC’s, I won States, and I’m ceded 
at second place for Opens this Saturday. 
Overall, I’d say I improved a lot compared 
to my performance in last season.
 

Photo By: Josh Anderson
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By: Ashley Weekly

Guess the Teacher

By: Shumoel Zafar

  Scientists are working on creating 
an animal similar to the quagga, a sub-
species of extinct zebras, with selective 
breeding and the help of DNA. The 
quagga was tan or white from the back and 
had tan or black stripes on half of its body; 
its mane was different from zebra manes. 
DNA analysis showed that the quagga 
was a species of zebra. Quaggas roamed 
the drier parts of South Africa on grassy 
plains until the 1870s. The last captive 
quagga died in the Amsterdam Zoo on 
August 12, 1883. Quaggas were hunted 
for meat and leather by South African 
farmers and settlers. In the wild, quaggas 
grazed in mixed herds with wildebeests, 
hartebeests, and ostriches. They were also 
seen as competition by settlers for the 
grazing land of their life stock, mainly 
sheep and goats. 

The Quagga: the zebra’s cousin
 Recently, scientists have started 
the Quagga Project to bring these creatures 
back. They have bred an animal that looks 
almost identical with the help of DNA 
and selective breeding. After multiple 
tests, they found out that the animal was 
a sub-species of the zebra. The new group 
of zebra foals born from this breeding 
has colors are stronger and more defined. 
Some people are calling this project a 
stunt, saying that the new breed is just a 
zebra with different coloring. These nay 
sayers are not taking into account the 
environmental changes the species had 
to adapt to. While the species are similar, 
scientists acknowledge that they’re not 
clones because the quagga is extinct. 
 In spite of criticism, the project 
was attempting to right a wrong. 
According to CNN, project leader Mike 

Gregor says, “What we’re saying is you 
can try and do something or you could 
just not. And I think us trying to do, 
trying to remedy something, is better than 
doing nothing at all.” Another leader and 
professor, Eric Harley says, “If we can 
retrieve the animals or retrieve at least the 
appearance of the quagga, then we can say 
we’ve righted a wrong.”
 The project is held in Cape Town, 
a port city on South Africa’s southwest 
coast. Started in 1987, project participates 
hope for a successful outcome, in which 
a quagga-like zebra will soon roam the 
plains of the Karoo, a semi-deserted 
region in South Africa. 

Last issue’s Guess the Teacher was Ms. 
Skubal. This issue’s Guess the Teacher 
has hitchhiker thumb. He prefers Coca-
Cola over Pepsi. He usually washes the 
car on his own rather than using the car 
wash. He was an honor roll student. He 
does not usually read the instructions 
before doing something. He does not stir 
peanut butter before eating it. He does not 
use a straw when drinking from a soda 
can. If he could fix one world issue, he 
would choose homelessness. He would 
consider living abroad. He has won many 
trophies for sports including gymnastics, 
baseball, soccer, and running. His hobbies 
include biking and exercising. His first job 
was a custodian. He has had two pets. If 
he could have any superpower, he would 
choose time travel. He is a picky eater. He 
grew up in Montville. If he could meet 
one famous author or poet, he would 
choose William Shakespeare. If he could 

have one wish come true, it would be to 
erase his student loans. He does not drink 
coffee. He donates to some organizations 
but not as much as he would like. He 
would rather be an amazing dancer than 
be good at math. He would rather be a 
senator than a CEO of a major company. 
He would rather never have to work again 
than never have to sleep again. One thing 
that many people do not know about him 
is that he did very well in math during 
high school. He would rather dance in 
place of walking instead of singing in 
place of talking. He would rather give up 
watching movies and TV for a year than 
give up games for a year. He would rather 
be able to control fire instead of water. He 
would rather live in the rainforest than the 
desert. When he was little, he wanted to 
be a professional athlete. He owns more 
than 50 neckties.
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